
Excited children and proud parents gather together, anxiously awaiting the 
conclusion to Rising Stars’ eight-week program, the award ceremony. The 
crowd quiets as a small girl steps out in front of the crowd, bearing gleam-
ing medals and a grin from ear-to-ear. Twelve-year-old Guilianna Landzaat 
has finally arrived at the moment she worked so hard for. The medals she 
holds in her hands are the result of her effort, two hundred and fifty dollars 
fundraised to make sure kids in this program receive recognition.

Guilianna Landzaat watched her dad volunteer at the Rising Stars program 
for years, and was heartbroken after she learned that she was too young to 
volunteer herself. “It always feels like it takes forever to get to the right 
age [to volunteer],” said Landzaat. But she wasn’t ready to give up hope, 
and after talking with her father, she came up with an idea. Walking door 
to door in her neighborhood, young Landzaat convinced neighbors to 
donate to Rising Stars. Many were inspired and chipped in, and she was 
able to present a $250 check to Sports City for the program. 
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Guilianna Landzaat pictured here with
her father Ron after the Rising Stars
awards ceremony on June 4, 2015.

The Rising Stars program focuses on children and adults with cognitive 
and/or physical disabilities, providing them with an opportunity to grow 
and learn on the soccer field. With a fantastic buddy program, each 
participant is given one-on-one training as well as a group setting. Rising 
Stars, which runs mostly on donations, does not charge participants for 
the amazing eight-week program, giving everyone an equal opportunity 
to come and play. 

For Guilianna, it was important that every player in the program receive 
recognition for their participation. With the money she raised, Rising 
Stars was able to reward everyone in the program with a shining medal. 
“It just felt like helping out in a really special way, even if I’m small,” 
said Landzaat. Children and adults alike beamed proudly as the 
twelve-year-old placed medals around their necks, and onlookers 
showed their support with cheering and clapping.

Although many are inspired by Guilianna’s actions, she says she gets her 
inspiration from someone else. “When I watch my dad playing with all 
the kids, I can see their smiles, and it just makes me feel good. I really 
want to grow up to do what he does because he’s done a lot of amazing 
things, and he’s so kind and happy and positive all the time. I love him 
so much,” said Landzaat as her dad wiped a tear from his eye.         
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Guilianna Landzaat presenting her donation
to the Rising Stars Program coordinators
on October 21, 2014.
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Rising Stars award recipient also recieves
a high-five from Guilianna, June 4, 2015.
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